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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — RUSSIAN WHEAT APHID 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [12.07 pm]: I would like to update 
the house on the detection of the Russian wheat aphid in South Australia on 13 May 2016. Since then, the aphid 
has been confirmed across the state of South Australia, and Agriculture Victoria has also confirmed the aphid’s 
detection at six locations in the state’s west. For the information of members, the Russian wheat aphid is an 
approximately two-millimetre-long, pale yellowish-green insect with a fine waxy coating. This pest is found in 
all major grain-growing countries except Australia—until now. The aphid is a major pest of wheat and barley 
and is also a pest of oats, rye, triticale, rice and sorghum. The aphid injects toxins into the plant during feeding, 
retarding growth, and can kill the plant. Affected plants show whitish, purple or yellow streaks on the leaves, 
stunted growth, loss of plant vigour and poorly formed grain. The aphid can be carried over large distances by 
wind and also spread through live plant material, machinery, equipment and human assistance. 
The economic impact through yield losses could range from 15 to 50 per cent and is dependent on the climate 
and on cereal variety susceptibility. Aphid control measures are required to minimise economic loss. There are 
no expected trade impacts for the export of grain or other commodities. The National Management Group has 
agreed that the pest is not technically feasible to eradicate from Australia. Chemical controls are effective but 
complete eradication of the pest requires the removal of all aphids. 
To date, the Russian wheat aphid has not been detected in Western Australia. The Department of Agriculture and 
Food has formed a response management team to respond to the detection of the aphid in eastern Australia and 
possible detection in Western Australia. The aim of the response is to protect the state’s grain industry. 
A department steering group is directing the response action and grains industry bodies are having input to the 
response. Entry conditions and inspection procedures into the state have been reviewed and strengthened to 
minimise the risk of the pest entering Western Australia. The communication plan has included media releases, 
tweets, webinars, Facebook messages, radio interviews and industry messages. A dedicated webpage has also 
been created on the Department of Agriculture and Food website. Growers and agronomists across the state are 
being asked to report both the presence and absence of aphid activity and damage symptoms. The department 
has extensive technical, diagnostic and regulatory capability and expertise and I am confident that 
Western Australian producers will be well supported in the event that the Russian wheat aphid is detected in the 
state. 
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